SOVIET UNDERSTANDING
ideal prerequisites of freedom. In otder to be free,
not only is it necessary for man to be entitled to vote
and to talk, but for him to be sure of his job, to be sure
of education, leisure, food, drink, holidays, pension,
insurance against sickness and freedom to study.
Freedom is based upon a recognition of what is
necessary for its attainment, and of the temporal and
spatial obstacles to its achievement. Magna Cartas are
not enough.
We now pass on to significant phases in the trans-
formation of human beings in Russia, with special
reference to the "necessity" element in the Marxist
conception of freedom. In the next chapter we pass on
to the uses made of such freedom as has been attained.
Marx emphasised the productivity of the means
of production as being essential to the attainment of
freedom. The principal means of production, of
course, is labour power itself, the physical and mental
equipment of human beings. In connection with this,
once more, we find a radical difference between Soviet
Communism and its possible counterpart elsewhere*
As we have seen in another chapter, Russia was a
country of nobles, a sma.1I trading middle class and a
vast army of unskilled and illiterate peasants. The
attainment of full Socialism in 1928 (the beginning
of the first Five-Year Plan) was accomplished by a
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